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The United Church of Santa Fe is a vital and active Christian congregation in the capital city of New 
Mexico, the oldest capital city in the United States. We are known for our progressive engagement of 
the Christian faith, lively and relevant worship, great music, and a deep commitment to following the 
ways of Jesus Christ in our own lives, through our shared life in the church, and with our care for God’s 
people and world.   
 

At United, we strive to be a welcoming, inclusive, and intergenerational faith community, with lots of 
kids, families of all configurations, retired people, single people, married people, LGBTQ people, 
straight people. Although most of the adults are Anglo (white), the congregation also includes Native 
Americans, long-time Santa Fe Hispanic families, and recent immigrants from Central America. Our 
children come from places as diverse as Ethiopia, Guatemala, Poland, Korea, Honduras—and Texas.  
 

Currently we have 300 members, with another 100 “long-time companions” (active participants who 
haven’t joined). Rooted in the UCC, the congregation comes from traditions ranging from Roman 
Catholic to Quakers. Many have not been involved in a church community since childhood, if even then.  
 

Moreover, United’s setting in northern New Mexico provides a unique opportunity for the congregation 
and its leaders to experience the depth and diversity of Christian and other spiritual traditions that have 
been here for centuries. Northern New Mexico is indeed a “prayed-in land,” and part of our covenant as 
a church is to honor and learn from those other faith traditions.  
 

The United Church of Santa Fe values the “basics” of pastoral ministry. Worship is the center of 
our life together, and we engage God’s word in a variety of ways—preaching, lay reflections, children’s 
plays, silence, prayer, and music from around the world and across Christian traditions. Pastoral care, 
retreats, fellowship groups and shared meals are for all ages, as are education, faith formation, and our 
commitment to the wider world. Children, youth, and adults, help provide meals for Santa Fe’s shelters, 
join in river clean-ups, travel to the Border to learn first-hand about immigration issues, and learn to 
advocate for justice and care for others.  
 

Central to United’s mission as a church are Environmental Ministry and Immigration Issues, and we 
expect that the staff, along with the congregation, are engaged in these ministries:  

1. We are a “Desert Faith” Church, committed to caring for this land of little rain and much sky. 
We equally committed to helping people experience the desert not as a place of trial and 
temptation, but as one of beauty and a place to call home. In worship and education, we seek to 
learn the desert’s lessons about hope in the dry times and blooming where you’re planted. 
Moreover, caring for this corner of creation is a microcosm of our care for the planet as a whole. 
We installed solar panels four years ago and are certified as a “Green Faith” congregation 
(though we’ve changed the name to “Desert Faith”). 

2. We are an “Immigrant Welcoming” congregation. That welcome and ministry takes many 
forms, from advocating for DACA dreamers to engaging the refugee stories of our Biblical faith. 
If our fathers and mothers in the faith were “wandering Arameans” and Jesus and his family 
were refugees who fled their homeland, then we are called to live by that faith and to see 
immigrants and refugees as beloved children of God.  

 

Finally, as United looks to the future, we are called to develop a weekday ministry with people who 
work within walking distance of the church. We believe our faith should be shared through midweek 
worship, prayer, and education opportunities, whether inside the building or in the new outdoor spaces  
 

If you’d like to learn more about the United Church of Santa Fe—and opportunities for joining our 
leadership team—please contact Rev. Talitha Arnold, Senior Minister (unitedchurch.talitha@gmail.com) 
or Rev. Wes Granberg-Michaelson, Personnel Chair (wgm@rca.org). You can also check out our 
website: unitedchurchofsantafe.org. We look forward to hearing from you! Thank you!  


