
Constitution of the Student Government Association 
of Columbia Theological Seminary 

Updated Spring 2018 
 
1.0. Preamble and Purpose 

1.1. We, the students of Columbia Theological Seminary, celebrating the cultural, ethnic, 
physical, gender, denominational, spiritual, and intellectual diversity in our community, 
hereby establish the Student Government Association to promote a sense of inclusion 
among the members of the Columbia Theological Seminary family and, by word and 
deed, to encourage the students of this seminary community to discern and act upon our 
role to be God's loving community by nurturing faithful, imaginative and resilient 
leaders for the sake of  this community, the Church and the World. 

1.2. This constitution supersedes all prior Constitutions and together with the Operations 
Manual of the SGA shall be the documents which govern the activities of the SGA. 

 
2.0. Definitions and Preliminary Matters 

2.1. The organization created by this Constitution shall be called the Student Government 
Association (hereafter “the SGA”) of Columbia Theological Seminary (hereafter 
“CTS”). 

2.2. The “student body” of CTS during any particular academic period is defined for that 
particular period as the students then enrolled at CTS, including both those students 
attending classes on the CTS campus and those participating in Supervised Ministry, 
CPE courses, and/or CTS exchange programs abroad. For the purposes of this 
Constitution, Doctor of Ministry and Continuing Education students shall not be 
considered members of the student body. A “student” is a member of the “student 
body.” 

2.3. A “Campus Organization” is an organization that has been admitted to the SGA in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 3.5. As of the date of this Constitution, the 
following Campus Organizations have been admitted to the SGA: African American 
Heritage Association; Asian Students Association; Claiming Justice; Fellowship for 
Theological Dialogue; Hispanic and Latinx Association; Imago Dei; Spouses of 
Seminarians; Student Editorial Board; and Women’s Issues in Ministry. 

2.4. Special Representatives. The “Special Representatives” are those representatives of 
the following CTS communities whose nomination to the SGA is conducted by the 
Student Body President, in consultation with the Dean of Students, and approved by a 
vote of the SEC (SGA Executive Committee): (1) students enrolled and attending 
classes at CTS in the Master of Arts in Theological Studies program (one 
representative); (2) racial/ethnic students from the United States (two representatives); 
(3) international students (one representative); (4) advanced degree students (one 
representative); and (5) students residing off of the CTS campus (one representative). 

2.5. The “Classes” shall be defined as follows: 
2.5.1. The “Junior Class” shall be made up of: (1) those students in the M.Div. program 

who have not yet completed eleven units, as that term is used by the CTS Office 
of Academic Affairs; and (2) all first-year Master of Arts students. 

2.5.2. The “Middler Class” shall be made up of: (1) those students in the M.Div. 
program who have completed between and including eleven and twenty units, as 
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that term is used by the CTS Office of Academic Affairs; and (2) all second-year 
Master of Arts students. 

2.5.3. The “Senior Class” shall be made up of those students in the M.Div. program 
who have completed more than twenty units, as that term is used by the CTS 
Office of Academic Affairs. 

2.6. The Faculty Representative to the SGA shall be the Dean of Students and/or the Associate 
Dean of Students. 

2.7. The Finance Committee: The Finance Committee shall comprise of at least the Student 
Body Treasurer, Senior class Representative, and Presidents of the Junior, Middler, and 
Senior classes. The committee is open to additional members from the student body as 
approved by the chair of the finance committee. The Treasurer shall chair the finance 
committee and the senior class representative shall serve as the vice chair. 

2.8. The Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall comprise of at least the 
Student Body Vice President, and Representatives of the Junior, Middler, and Senior classes. 
Any Special Representatives of the SGA (section 2.4) shall also serve on the Nominating 
Committee. The SGA Nominating Committee shall make nominations of all student 
representatives to: (1) Faculty Committees; (2) Faculty and Staff Search Committees; and (3) 
any other committees as deemed appropriate and delegated by the SGA. Any nomination 
from the Nominating Committee shall be taken before the SGA by a bill authored by the 
Vice President for approval. The Vice President shall chair the finance committee and the 
Senior Class Representatives shall serve as the vice chair. 

 
3.0. Membership 

3.1. The membership of the SGA shall include: (1) the Officers of the SCC (as defined in 
Article 4); (2) the duly elected President and Class Representative of the Junior Class, 
the Middler Class, and the Senior Class; (3) one representative from each Campus 
Organization, chosen in accordance with the bylaws of each Campus Organization; (4) 
the two Appointed Representatives provided for herein; and (5) the six Special 
Representatives provided for herein. 

3.2. The Officers of the SGA and the President and Class Representative of each Class shall 
be elected in accordance with Article 5. 

3.3. Terms of Office. The elected members of the SGA shall serve annual terms of office 
commencing with the close of the regularly scheduled April SGA meeting and 
continuing through the regularly scheduled April SGA meeting. Each Special 
Representative shall serve from the date his or her nomination is approved by the SGA 
to the end of the then-current academic year. 

3.4. Accountability in Office: Each member of the SGA is accountable to their specific 
constituents to perform the duties of their office. Members shall: 

3.4.1. Faithfully attend to their individual office’s responsibilities to the best of their 
abilities.  

3.4.2. Honor each other in word, deed, and time as each member works together on 
behalf of the Student Body. 

3.4.3. Attend all regularly scheduled and called meetings in their entirety. If members 
are unable to attend, members will notify the Student Body President and Student 
Body Secretary immediately. Missing a regularly schedule or called meeting of 
the SGA shall be considered one absence.   
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3.4.4. Attend all committee meeting of which they are assigned. If members are unable 
to attend, members will notify the appropriate committee chair and Student Body 
Secretary immediately. 

3.4.5. If a member of the SGA receives two absences, they will be notified by the 
Student Body Secretary of their absences and  

3.4.6. If a member of the SGA receives three absences, they will meet with the Student 
Body President to discern the best course of action, including the potential for 
dismissal, for the SGA and the member in question. 

3.4.6.1.If a member is dismissed, the nominating committee shall convene to find an 
appropriate interim to fill the role until an election can be called for.  

3.4.7. These standards apply to representatives from campus organizations as well. If a 
campus organization is absent two or more times, funds may be withheld until a 
decision can be reached as to how the student body and the student organization 
can best be served through representation. The Student Body Treasurer shall be 
included in these conversations as well as the Student Body President.  

3.5. Admission of Organizations to the SGA/Petitioning for Membership. Organizations 
may be added to the SGA in the following manner. 

3.5.1. The requesting organization shall submit a written proposal to the SGA outlining 
its purpose in accordance with Article 1.1 of this Constitution, including the name 
of a faculty/staff advisor and written bylaws. 

3.5.2. The SGA Officers shall consult with representatives of the requesting 
organization to resolve any questions about the proposal and advise them about 
organizational operating procedures (voting, funding, etc.) The SGA Officers will 
then make a recommendation to the SGA at a regular stated meeting to accept or 
reject the proposal. Acceptance requires a two-thirds majority of those present and 
voting. 

3.5.3. If the proposal is rejected, the organization may request an opportunity for its own 
representative to present its proposal to the SGA. When all questions concerning 
the organization have been responded to, the SGA must vote on the proposal. 

3.5.4. Acceptance of an organization to the SGA is contingent upon faculty approval. 
3.5.5. If the organization’s proposal for admittance to the SGA is rejected a second time, 

the organization may petition the SGA again after a twelve-month waiting period. 
3.5.6. The official date of the organization’s membership in the SGA is the date of 

faculty approval. 
3.5.7. Special Constitutional Amendment Provision. If approval of the SGA and the 

faculty is obtained, this constitution will be considered amended to add the new 
organization to the list of Campus Organizations referenced in Article 2.3. 

 
4.0. Officers of the SGA 

4.1. There shall be four Officers of the SGA: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer. 

4.1.1. The Student Body President. The President shall: (1) act as a liaison between 
the Student Body and the Administration; (2) call and preside over all meetings of 
the SGA; and (3) perform such other tasks and functions as may be assigned to 
the President under the SGA Operations Manual. 
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4.1.2. The Student Body Vice-President. The Vice-President shall: (1) in the absence 
or disability of the President, moderate and preside over meetings of the SGA; (2) 
chair the Nominating Committee; and (3) perform such other tasks and functions 
as may be assigned to the Vice-President under the SCC Operations Manual. 

4.1.3. The Student Body Secretary. The Secretary shall: (1) prepare and maintain the 
minutes of all meetings of the SGA; (2) maintain the correspondence files of the 
SGA; and (3) perform such other tasks and functions as may be assigned to the 
Secretary under the SGA Operations Manual. 

4.1.4. The Student Body Treasurer. The Treasurer shall (1) chair the SGA finance 
committee tasked with overseeing the budget process of the SGA as outlined in 
the SGA Operations Manual; (2) maintain and report (at least monthly) the 
account balances for the SGA and for each Campus Organization; (3) insure that 
all SGA budgeted accounts are audited at least annually by a competent party who 
is not a member of the SGA in a manner consistent with the SGA Operations 
Manual; and (4) perform such other tasks and functions as may be assigned to the 
Treasurer under the SGA Operations Manual. 

5.0. Elections 
5.1. Elections shall be conducted by the Election’s Officer (EO) of the SGA in accordance 

with the SGA Operations Manual. The EO is an additional office of one member of the 
SGA selected from within the SGA when any election is needed. The EO shall be 
supported by the Student Body President as a second election’s officer and the Dean of 
Student’s as a third. Election of SGA Officers and the President and Representative of 
the Middler and Senior Classes shall be conducted during the spring semester. Election 
of the Junior Class President and Representative shall be conducted no later than the 
first full month of the Fall semester of the new academic year. Specific election 
procedures shall be outlined in the SGA Operations Manual. 

5.2. The EO shall consult with members of their respected classes to solicit names of 
candidates to be placed in nomination for office; Nominations shall be officially 
received electronically by the EO and the Student Body President.  

5.3. The EO shall publically communicate a slate of candidates to the Student Body in order 
that the Student Body may vote on their respected candidate for the appropriate position 

5.4. Officers-Elect. Those elected as officers of the SGA, the Middler Class, and/or the 
Senior Class shall participate in all meetings of the SGA occurring in the period after 
their election but prior to assuming their office but shall have no vote until they assume 
their offices after being sworn in at the last stated meeting of the SGA in the academic 
year. 

6.0. Elections and the Nominating Committee 
6.1. Elections shall be conducted by the Elections Officer of the SGA in accordance with the 

SGA Operations Manual. Election of SGA Officers and the President and 
Representative of the Middler and Senior Classes shall be conducted during the spring 
semester. Election of the Junior Class President and Representative shall be conducted 
during September of each year. Election procedures shall be outlined in the SGA 
Operations Manual. 

6.2. Nominating Committee 
6.2.1. Nomination of Special Representatives. The SGA Nominating Committee shall 

nominate the special representatives to serve on the SGA. Students nominated 
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should reflect the diversity of the student body and should, in the opinion of the 
Nominating Committee, be students who are committed to the purposes and goals 
of the SGA. 

6.2.2. Committee Nominations. The SGA Nominating Committee shall make 
nominations of all student representatives to: (1) Faculty Committees; (2) Faculty 
and Staff Search Committees; and (3) any other committees as deemed 
appropriate and delegated by the SGA. 

6.2.3. Governance and Authority. 
6.2.3.1.The Nominating Committee shall be chaired by the SGA Vice-President, who 

shall only have power of vote to break a tie. 
6.2.3.2.The names of all students nominated by the Nominating Committee as 

Special Representatives and student representatives to other committees shall 
be submitted to the SGA for consideration at the next regularly or specially 
called meeting of the SGA following any nomination. If any nomination is 
rejected by the SGA, the Nominating Committee shall follow the procedures 
set out herein in nominating a new candidate. 

6.3. Officers-Elect. Those elected as officers of the SGA, the Middler Class, and/or the 
Senior Class shall participate in all meetings of the SGA occurring in the period after 
their election but prior to assuming their office but shall have no vote until they assume 
their offices as provided in Article 3.4. 

 
7.0. Meetings 

7.1. Scheduling and Notice. 
7.1.1. Meetings of the SGA shall be conducted at least monthly at such a time and place 

as to encourage full participation of the CTS community. The first priority in 
scheduling the monthly meeting shall be during the community time slot each 
week (as of 2017 Tuesdays from 1:30 to 3pm). 

7.1.2. The President may call a meeting of the SGA at the President’s discretion and 
must call a meeting upon the written request of any five members of the SGA. 

7.1.3. Notice of meetings shall be provided in accordance with the SGA Operations 
Manual. 

7.2. Governing Procedures and Quorum. 
7.2.1. All meetings shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order. 
7.2.2. Current editions of Robert’s Rules of Order shall be provided to the President and 

Secretary at the expense of the SGA. 
7.2.3. A quorum shall be deemed present at any meeting where one-half of the current 

membership is present. Faculty Representatives shall not be considered in 
determining whether a quorum is present. 

7.2.4. The Faculty Representative shall have voice but no vote in SGA meetings. 
7.2.5. Any student may have privilege of voice at a stated meeting of the SGA. 

 
8.0. Structure. The SGA shall conduct its business as a committee of the whole or through the 

actions of standing and special committees whose recommendations and proposals shall be 
presented to the SGA for approval and implementation. All SGA committees must be 
chaired by a member of the SGA. The structure, description, and responsibilities of the 
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standing committees shall be provided in the SGA Operations Manual. A special committee 
may be created by a majority vote of the SGA. 

 
9.0. Budget 

9.1. Income. The SGA receives an annual appropriation from the seminary. The SGA has 
the responsibility to allocate these funds to the various member organizations and to 
such activities as the SGA sees fit. It is expected that these funds will be used to 
enhance community life through a variety of means such as forums, recreation, 
athletics, speakers, conferences, and retreats.  

9.2. Expenditures and Allocations: 
9.2.1. All Campus Organizations shall be allocated funds in the annual budget of the 

SGA, in amounts to be determined by the SGA in its discretion. 
9.2.1.1. Budget Procedures are set out in the SGA Operations Manual. 
9.2.1.2.Once budgets are finally approved by the Board of Trustees and the SGA in 

accordance with Article 8.3, Campus Organizations do not require separate 
action of the SGA to expend budgeted funds. 

9.2.2. Individuals and organizations not otherwise represented on the SGA are welcome 
to submit special requests for SGA funds. The procedure for the submission and 
consideration of those requests shall be set forth in the SGA Operations Manual. 

9.2.3. Budget Approval. The Board of Directors of CTS approves the seminary budget 
in its spring meeting. Upon notification of the amount approved for the following 
academic year, the SGA Treasurer shall report that amount to the SGA. If 
necessary, Campus Organizations shall submit new budget requests in light of the 
figure received. The Treasurer, in consultation with the Campus Organizations, 
shall prepare a revised budget. This budget will be presented to the SGA for 
approval as soon as is practicable but no later than the end of the spring semester. 
The SGA may request organizations to reassess financial needs to meet 
unexpected needs in the community. 

 
10.0. The SGA Operations Manual 

10.1. The SGA shall create, adopt, and maintain an Operations Manual designed to 
more fully set out its procedures and practices. 

10.2. If there is any conflict between this Constitution and the Operations Manual, this 
Constitution shall take precedence. 

10.3. Approval and Amendment of the Operations Manual: Proposed amendments 
must be approved by a two-thirds majority vote of the SGA.  

 
11.0. Miscellaneous 

11.1. Approval. This Constitution will become effective upon approval of a simple majority 
of the students voting in the spring election announced at least two weeks in advance. 

11.1.1. Annual Review: Each year, the SGA shall review this constitution and the 
operations manual to ensure timely updates are made to reflect the actual work of 
the SGA on behalf of the Student Body.  

11.1.2. Annual Student Approval: Each election (fall and spring), the student body 
will receive the most updated version of the constitution with an 
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acknowledgement of amendments. It shall be affirmed each year by a majority 
vote of the Student Body. 

11.2. Amendments. The Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the SGA and 
a simple majority of the students voting in a scheduled election.  


