
Discernment in Dialogue: Dine, Discover, Discern 
 

The most important calling you have is to: 
 live as you were created to be, 
 live into your true calling, and 

live fully alive and in relationship with God and one another. 
 
Discerning identity and vocation happens best in community – with people you know 
and who know you, people you trust and who trust you, people who are also yearning 
to be faithful disciples.  And, as Jesus showed us, the best relationships are developed 
while breaking bread at a table with one another. 
 
With this in mind, the Office of Student Affairs and Community Life is piloting a 
program for 10 students who will connect with select faculty and staff to share a meal, 
build a trusting community, and explore vocation together.  You are guaranteed a 
monthly free catered dinner, deeper relationships with people you see on campus, 
wisdom from local ministry leaders, and time to reflect on and integrate what you 
learn in the classroom with what you hear – or yearn to hear – from God. 
 
This year’s staff and faculty participants include: 
 

• Brandon Maxwell 
• Martha Moore-Keish 
• Jake Myers 
• Katie Ricks 
• Leanne Van Dyk 
• William Yoo 

 
WHO CAN APPLY:  All basic degree students.  
 
HOW TO APPLY: Fill out the online application found here, including an essay 
described below.  DEADLINE: AUGUST 31, 2018 

Application Essay Guidelines (2-3 pages typed, double-spaced): 

• Describe your understanding/theology of vocation. 
• Who are you? What is your Why? (For inspiration, you can investigate these: 

Know Your Why , Michael Jr. and How and Why to Find Your Purpose , Jeff 
Hilimire) 

• Describe current spiritual practices that sustain and deepen your relationship 
with God 

• Describe the web of relationships in which you give and receive support from 
others. 



COMMITMENT: We will covenant to gather six (6) times over the course of the 
academic year with the following format: 
 

6:30 – 7:15: Dinner and Examen 
7:15 – 8:15: Sharing by Guest 
8:15 – 8:30: Reflection  
 

Additionally, between gatherings, the cohort covenants to engage in spiritual practices 
and prayer for one another, which will “increase our sensitivity to God’s gracious 
invitations and desires for our welfare.”1 
 
DATES: Those who are unable to commit to the following dates should not apply: 
 

September 20, 2018 
October 11, 2018 
November 15, 2018 
February 28, 2019 
March 21, 2019 
April 25, 2019 

                                                        
1 Liebert, Elizabeth. The Way of Discernment. 2008.  Westminster John Knox Press: Louisville. (“…discernment is not 
measured by outcomes but by our increasing sensitivity to God’s gracious invitations and desires for our welfare.” p. 
xvii) 


